LORD RIDDELL'S INTIMATE DIARY OF   [November 1922
L. G. eloquently described the just and righteous indig-
nation of the Labour Party at Parliamentary Representation
disproportionate to the number of votes they had cast. He said
" The people of this country will not stand such injustice."
He also prophesies that in course of time the public will not
stand for the war debt as it is. He said this may be twenty-
years hence, but they will certainly repudiate full liability for
principal and interest, having regard to the changed value of
money. He spoke not unsympathetically of the capital levy,
but expressed surprise at some of the commercial men who had
supported it. He is now hot-foot about agriculture. He wants,
very wisely, to get more people on the land, and evidently has
in mind some sort of Government subsidy. Would-be agri-
culturists are to be provided with land on fairly easy terms. I
said, " The trouble is the buildings. There is land in plenty
and heaps of would-be agriculturists, but hitherto it has been
impossible to settle them owing to the cost of the necessary
buildings." L. G. said that local regulations will have to be
relaxed, and that people who want to settle on the land will
have to be permitted to put up such dwellings as they think
suitable for their purpose. In short, they must be left to house
themselves as they do in new countries.

I dissented on the ground that it would be a calamity to
disfigure the country with a mass of ugly buildings. Neverthe-
less I agreed that building regulations require overhauling. I
said that railway rates for the carriage of agricultural produce
are most unfair and prejudicial and require revision. He heartily
agreed.

On Monday we played golf at Hindhead. L. G. played
remarkably well and seemed remarkably well. On Saturday I
thought him jumpy, which was not surprising considering the
efforts he has made during the past three weeks. Before he got
up he wrote a newspaper article with his own hand. He is
evidently very bitter against Bonar Law, Curzon, etc., and
talked in the most bitter manner of Curzon, who, he said, was
responsible for what had happened in Turkey, as he had
neglected during the past ten or twelve months to take advan-
tage of opportunities for settlement.

I should have said that, when we began to talk about the
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